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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

TIMELINESS OF THE ROCHESTER
CONVENTION*

MR. JOHN R. MOTT.

Any one with real vision and with dis-

cernment of the movings of God’s hand

must be profoundly impressed with thq

timeliness of the forthcoming convention.

Every reason in favor of the holding of

the preceding conventions applies with

equal force to the calling of this one ;
and

the arguments which were used so effec-

tively, resulting in the unquestioned suc-

cess of similar conventions at Nashville,

Toronto, Cleveland and Detroit could be

used with cumulative effect with refer-

ence to the Rochester convention. On
these preceding occasions the great argu-

ment employed was naturally that each

academic generation should have the

vision of the world which these quad-

rennial conventions give, so that Chris-

tian students might be profoundly im-

pressed with the great world problems

from the point of view of Jesus Christ,

with the great world opportunities char-

*Through the courtesy of Mr. Fennell

P. Turner, General Secretary, Student

Volunteer Movement

,

Olive Trees has

'permission to give its readers these
<e
notes

of an address ” which are sent out with

an appeal to Christians to
ff
unite from

day to day in intercession characterized by

reality, recognition of the character of

God, and achieving faith.”

acteristic of their own time, and with the

great world crisis, for there is a sense

in which every age has its world crisis.

There are, however, considerations with

reference to the coming convention which

could not have been urged regarding any

preceding volunteer convention, and it is

these which I now wish to emphasize.

The situation in the Far East suggests

the great importance of assembling the

strongest young men and young women
of the universities, colleges and schools

of North America, the leaders of the ag-

gressive forces of Christianity at the head

of our missionary societies and the lead-

ers in active missionary operations from

all parts of the world. The crisis is un-

precedented. One may study the history

of Japan, Korea, China, and the countries

lying to the south, including the Philip-

pine Islands, and I venture to say with

confidence that there has never been in

that whole region a crisis like the one

which now confronts united Christianity.

It is due to the stupendous changes

—

educational, social, economic, moral, re-

ligious—which are actually in progress.

The Japanese-Russian war touched the

fuse, as it were, leading to these colossal

upheavals. Five years ago there were

some discerning people who predicted

great changes, but if you will read any of

the prophecies that were put forth, even

so recently as 1906, and contrast them

with what has actually taken place within
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the last four years, you will see that a con-

vention called then to face the situation

in the Far East could not have done so

with any degree of adequacy. Clark Uni-

versity, one of the most progressive uni-

versities of a graduate character on this

side of the Atlantic, has, in my judgment,

discerned this crisis in the Far East and

has tried to study it in a way that all of

our universities ought to emulate. This

university called a congress, which lasted

for ten days. There assembled the ex-

perts on all the countries of the Far East,

where they faced the changed situation

from the point of view of the modem uni-

versity.

The opportunity presented in the near

East, as a direct result of the recent mar-

velous revolution in the Turkish Empire,

also suggests in itself a reason for bring-

ing together representatives of the learned

world to face the new situation. If some

one had prophesied eighteen months ago

that there would be a revolution in Tur-

key, taking as its watchwords, liberty,

Justice, Equality and Brotherhood,” be-

fore such a revolution would take place

in the Russian Empire, and that it would

be a successful revolution, we would not

have believed it. What other revolution

known to history has been so remarkable,

where there has been such a complete

transformation in the midst of conditions

so baffling? What lends significance to

this is the way in which the counter-

revolution has been met. You appreciate

the larger significance of this revolution

when you think of the complex character

of the Turkish Empire, the many relig-

ions and many races represented there,

and the way in which that Empire is re-

lated to surrounding peoples like those of

northern Africa, India, Persia and the

Balkan States. God chooses His battle-

fields with a strategy that greatly im-

presses us as we study the moving of His

hand. If there were no crisis in the Far
East I believe we would be justified, even

if this were not the quadrennial period,

in bringing together the students and pro-

fessors who are concerned about the King-

dom and about understanding the times,

for the purpose of facing this great crisis

in the near East.

Let me not forget now to include Persia

with Turkey. While it is not so large a

county, some aspects of its revolution

have been quite as remarkable. Nor must

I fail to include Russia when I refer to

the near East. There has been a revolu-

tion in progress there, beginning in the

midst of the war with Japan, which is

destined to continue, and no one can pre-

dict accurately the lines along which it

will proceed; but any one who has had a

recent touch with Russia is impressed

with the movement there in the direction

of larger liberty, fuller justice, greater

purity in all relationships—a mighty rev-

olution that cannot be stayed. God grant

it may be peaceful ! God grant that lead-

ers of discernment may be raised up to

guide the peoples of that great cosmopol-

itan Empire along paths of constructive

development.

Turning now to southern Asia, let us

look at our responsibility. We in North

America should not overlook our relation

to the Indian Empire, to which for some

reasons the United States and Canada

have a special mission. The causes to

which I have alluded as working in the

near and far East, are working there also.

The widespread restlessness and the great

movement toward nationalism among the

Indian peoples is one of the striking

phenomena of our times. These have

been greatly accelerated in recent years,

and any Indian missionary or world-

traveler will tell you that the situation

presented especially to the Christian in

India is now not only interesting, but
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very alarming. We cannot lightly pnt

aside this Indian Empire, with its three

hundred millions—this citadel of the

great non-Christian religions—and say

that it is a concern of the Christians in

the British universities only. We cannot

do that—the British students tell us we

cannot do that—the leaders of the British

societies say we must not do it. Every

American and Canadian missionary there

with whom you converse says it is the

last thing we must do. We must there-

fore call upon the students of our day to

confront a new situation in southern Asia.

The Mohammedan advance over the

great African continent emphasizes the

timeliness of the coming Rochester con-

vention. In my judgment, in the next

half generation the great question will

be decided whether Africa shall be Chris-

tian or Mohammedan. Already the cur-

rents of Mohammedan influence have

coursed down to the very heart of the

continent. In Egypt one is constantly

impressed with the strength of the Mo-

hammedan power and also with the

shrewdness of the Mohammedan strategy

;

and when you come to study the condi-

tions along the eastern coast of Africa,

and especially the conditions in the in-

terior, you make up your mind that the

leaders of Christendom have been asleep,

in contrast with the leaders of Moham-
medanism. It is a great stake—a con-

tinent ! These backward and simpler civ-

ilizations, without strongly intrenched

systems of organized religion, may easily

become the prize of the aggressive re-

ligions—Mohammedanism and Christian-

ity. May God raise up in our universities,

colleges and seminaries men and women
of real, statesmanship combined with great

heroism and religion of the will. We need

in these days to sound out in the univer-

sities the note of reality and of imme-

diacy, and the call of God the Almighty,

and in connection with no other continent

more than Africa.

The rising tide of nationalism to which

I have referred in connection with cer-

tain of these fields (notice the growing

racial self-consciousness that has broken

out all over the world—in Latin America,

in different parts of Europe, as well as in

Asia, Australasia and Africa) presents

one of the phenomena which the Christian

students of our day should understand.

It is not for me at this time to analyze

causes, although I look upon this as one

of the most important questions that any

future leader of the Church could study

—I mean the growing racial antagonisms,

No longer can we break the world up into

water-tight compartments. The im-

proved means of communication have set

the nations acting and reacting upon each

other constantly and with great power.

There is something which never fails to

move me with wonder and a sense of mys-

tery, that when you bring two races to-

gether, unless Christianity is dominating,

the contact brings out the worst elements

in each. If Christianity is dominating

it will bring out the best that is in each.

We never shall discover the larger Christ

until we have Christ Himself as the

Amalgamator among these races that are

clashing against each other. There is in

men that which takes hold of highest

heaven as well as that which lays hold of

deepest hell, and those of us who have

traveled in these nations which impinge

upon each other discover these subdepths

as well as the greatest heights.

This growing rivalry among some of the

religions, and other important reasons,

necessitate sending forth from the colleges

and universities a much larger number of

young men to enter the diplomatic ser-

vice and other forms of the civil service,

such as government education, phases of

the movement for industrial and com-
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mercial expansion, the military and naval

services, men who will go ont as earnest

Christians, determined to throw the full

weight of the special influence that some

of these callings give on the side of a

pure and aggressive Christianity. I hon-

estly think that such men may, in view of

the growing racial antagonism and fric-

tion, do some things which even the mis-

sionary cannot do, for the missionary is

fenced off; he is prejudged at times; he

does not get a hearing. Remember also

that most of the non-Christian religions

have not availed themselves of the lay

element. If we can send forth into all

these forms of secular service a stream of

men with missionary purpose, they will

exert a profound influence upon the

strongest classes of men in non-Christian

lands. So this Rochester convention has

significance far beyond the increasing of

the missionary spirit. To my mind that

will be only one of the results. It will

strengthen the influence of Christian

nations, of Christian civilization, of Chris-

tian education, and of Christian philan-

thropy the world over. Well may we thank

God that we live at this particular time in

the unfolding of His plan. There has

been no other generation like the present.

Would that we could get students of our

continent to see this opportunity and then

to seize it!

The growth and success of the Lay-

men’s Missionary Movement, the progress

of the Young People’s Movement, the de-

velopment of the Brotherhood Movement

in our churches, and the launching of cer-

tain forward movements by different mis-

sionary societies, are going to put a pres-

sure upon the North American Student

Movement the like of which we have never

known. This is already felt. We must

have a much larger number of qualified

young men and young women offering

themselves for the work of Christian lead-

ership or we shall be placed in a position

more than embarrassing, a position of

being recreant to a great trust—for the

Church has trusted the Volunteer Move-

ment to do this recruiting work. We
must not be found wanting in the most

conspicuous way at the last time in the

history of Christianity.

The present state of Christianity in

not a few Christian communities of North

America is s.uch as to lead one to wonder

whether it be a type of Christianity really

worth propagating. The conditions are

so serious that nothing less than a great

spiritual convention is needed to help

generate and send forth the vital energy

to change them.

Next June there will be held at Edin-

burgh a notable conference in the interest

of making Christ known to the entire

non-Christian world. I speak of it as a

conference, but it is to be more than that

—it is to be a great scientific, spiritual

congress of the experts of organized and

aggressive Christianity. Never in the

history of our faith has there been any-

thing like it. It will translate into terms

of the world the plan actually carried out

in Shanghai in 1907. Eight representa-

tive commissions of twenty persons each,

chosen with discrimination from all parts

of Christendom’ and each having related

to it from two to six hundred missionaries

from all parts of the non-Christian world,

are making a serious and thorough study

of eight great pressing questions involved

in meeting our responsibility. Twelve

hundred delegates will meet in Edinburgh

and there will be around them some three

thousand other delegates, who are not of-

ficial, but are deeply interested in the

facts related to the spread of Christianity.

If the Rochester convention is true to its

opportunity it will greatly accelerate the

realization of the plans to be launched at

the Edinburgh conference.
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Just a few words about the possibilities

of the next Convention. Am I wrong in

saying that they are limitless? There is

surely nothing in the objective or purpose

of this convention which limits them.

The objective of the convention in Roches-

ter is such as to call out all the energies

which all of us possess. There is nothing,

you will agree with me, in the situation in

the non-Christian world which puts a

limit on the possibilities of this conven-

tion. If you had the whole world before

you, to maneuver the forces, could you

imagine a situation in the non-Christian

world calculated to call out larger ener-

gies than the one which I have described ?

There is nothing in the time in which we

live to put a limit on these possibilities

—

it would seem that it is the time of times.

Surely there is nothing in God which

would place a limit on the Rochester con-

vention. The only place where I discover

a possible limitation is in Christians who

are interested in this gathering. Here

and there, perchance, there may be some

one who will not have the vision, will not

have the foresight in urging the necessity,

until the door is closed, will not have per-

spective in adjusting relative claims
;
here

and there may be some one who is not

willing to pay the price of sacrifice, is not

willing to release the ‘requisite contagious

enthusiasm. And I tremble lest there be

here and there one that lacks the faith.

The n^ost startling Scripture passage, in

some ways, is this, “They limited the

Holy One of Israel.” The times did not

limit Him; the obstacles did not limit

Him
; the limitation was not in His own

power—they limited Him. May it not

be said that any Christian in a time like

this, facing the situation such as lias been

described, prevented the great Christ from

making His plan and vision known—or

prevented the realization of that vision.

Rather let ns all, as we confront the

limitless possibilities of this convention,

devote ourselves to that most potent work

in the world—the ministry of intercession

—that the irresistible energies of God may
be manifested in the activities of all who
in any way are seeking to promote the

success of the gathering, and then in the

lives of the delegates, and through them

in the colleges and schools of Horth

America and in the work of Christ at

home and abroad. In the days of Charles

G. Finney, the City of Rochester was vis-

ited by one of the most wonderful spirit-

ual awakenings the world has ever known.

Its influence is felt to this day. That

mighty work of God is traceable to the

believing prayers of men and women. Let

men and women of unselfish spirit and of

strong grasp of faith give themselves with

like intensity to intercession, that in our

da}r through this convention not only

Rochester, but also student and other com-

munities in all parts of the world may be

mightily shaken by the Spirit of the Liv-

ing God.

A marked increase of candidates for the ministry, and greater interest in Bible

study, are declared by Dr. Hugh Williams, president of the Calvinistic Theological

Seminary in Wales, to be among the permanent results of the recent revival in that

country. He says that while the emotionalism of the movement has passed away,

“there remains a valuable deposit of spiritual strength.” Converts continue faithful

and many capable men who were converted are steady-going and faithful officers of

the Church. A true revival will always result in an increase in the number of candi-

dates for the ministry and a deeper and more devotional study of God’s Word.

—

Christian Observer.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—A business communi-
cation, dated Oct. 26, from Rev. Samuel

Edgar, contains an item that will draw

out sympathy and prayer

:

On the way from Guzne we stopped at

Alexandretta, and found Mrs. Kennedy

and Miss Metheny ill with the Dangue

fever. Since that time we hear that in the

case of Mrs. Kennedy it has turned into

typhoid, and that she had sent to Mersina

AMERICAN MISSION BUILDINGS
AT LATAKIA, SYRIA.

for Mrs. Dodds. We are sorry to hear

this, as Mrs. Kennedy had just been

rested a little after the trying times of

the spring. They have a good school

there this year. They had rented a new
building, and all was looking well for a

prosperous year. Trust that Miss Metheny

will be able to stand it.

We are also indebted to Rev. S. Edgar

for views of the Mission buildings at

Latakia, Syria, as well as for a picture of

Mallim Yacob, of Bahamra, one of our

tried and faithful workers in Syria.

%
We have, also an interesting letter from

Dr. J. M. Balph, of Latakia, dated Nov.

2:

Already a month is gone of the school

year, and we have again gotten into reg-

ular wrork in all the departments. The

schools have somewhere near their usual

quota, and in the hospital we have already

had about the ordinary number of pa-

tients. The past month has furnished an

unusual amount of work, in the way of

medical visits. We have had.a great deal

of fever, malarial and typhoid, but it is

letting up some now.

MISS EDGAR’S HOUSE. BOYS’ SCHOOL.

On last Friday Brother McFarland and

I took a trip out to Gunaimia and re-

turned yesterday (Monday). He married

a young couple on Saturday, preached on

Sabbath, and baptized two infant children.

We found the brethren there mostly well

and trying to keep up their Sabbath and

mid-week services. The school there has

the usual number of pupils, and we are

also to have a girls’ school, a new under-

taking. One of the young women that

graduated a year ago is now to commence

teaching the girls, as an experiment; she

thinks she can have twenty pupils. The

people in general have not felt the im-

portance of educating their girls, as they

have their boys, and many of them grow

up without much education; but this

is changing slowly, and we hope the new

effort will be successful. The people are

feeling much better since they have a
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•house in which to worship. We hope dur-

ing the coming months to be able to put

up the second story in time for some one

or more families to use it during the

coming summer. If some of the mission-

aries can be with the brethren for three

months during the summer it will tell on

them in a good many ways. We were

glad to hear that another lady had been

appointed to Latakia. If only she could

have come out this fall and have gotten a

start on the language, it would have been

well. We have been having fine rains

and quite cool weather here much before

the time, but it is now quite warm again.

I am very sorry to hear that Olive

Trees is to be discontinued. It fills a

place that no other publication does, and

is badly needed. The price has been too

low, and it seems to me people ought to

take it at what it is worth, as we can’t

expect one person to bear all the burden.

I hope some plan will be devised for con-

tinuing. it. The people need something

of the sort, and we have nothing else to

fill the place.

%
Kev. A. J. McFarland, writing Nov. 2,

1909, gives an account of his movements

:

As I have just returned from a trip

around the loop on the steamer and visited

the friends at Larnaca and Mersina and

Alexandretta, it will perhaps be a good

time to write to you again. After being

on an
#
involuntary vacation for a couple

of weeks with fever, we decided to take a

voluntary one of a couple of weeks more

and attend to some necessary business

with the dentist and oculist in Beirut,

coming home the only comfortable way

we could, by Larnaca and Mersina and

Alexandretta. We were fortunate in find-

ing Miss Sterrett on the steamer we took

from Beirut. She was not looking as

well as we had hoped to see her, but we
learned that she was just wearied from the

journey, the latter part of it on the Mes-

sageries being especially trying, as she

was put in a large cabin with three very

uncongenial companions, and she was too

meek to complain and insist on her rights.

They were Moslem women, and, as usual,

unclean and generally unpleasant. She

had the company of some American Board

missionaries from Naples to Mersina.

We found the McCarrolls in good

health and spirits, and Mr. Edgar fully

installed in the school work. The school*

TEACHER YACOB, OF BAHAMRA.

looked prosperous and has reached almost

the capacity of the church building in

which it is now held. The boarding de-

partment has just made a small begin-

ning, having the two boys from our sta-

tion and one from the Mersina Mission.

There are about seventy pupils altogether.

At Mersina we found the workers engaged

in preparation for a start in the schools

and in getting settled after the return

from Guzne. Miss French is not looking

as strong as we could wish, but was deter-
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mined to try to go on with the Boys’

boarding school. Mrs. Dodds had been

called over to Alexandretta just the day

before we arrived, to care for Mrs. Ken-

nedy and Miss Metheny, who had been

taken down along with two of their ser-

vants with Dengue fever. It was thought

at first that Mrs. Kennedy was in for a

siege with typhoid, but it proved to be

only the other, which has been epidemic

this fall in a number of places. All the

•Mersina friends were much the better of

even the short period of change of air at

Guzne. We did not leave the steamer at

Alexandretta, but Brother Kennedy and

Mrs. Dodds came aboard and visited a

while with us. They were glad to report

the sick ones all much better. We are

counting on having Brother Kennedy hold

communion for us here this month.

We found our friends here all well and

busy when we returned. After just one

day of respite I started out on Friday for

Gunaimia to relieve a situation which

was rapidly becoming desperate—a young

couple who had been asking for the

“Kasees” for a month to come out and

make them “one.” As the friends of the

groom were Gregorians, they had urged

them to call on the priest, but the bride

sturdily held out, saying she would not

have the young man unless her “Kasees”

did the marrying. Stood the trip well,

preaching on Sabbath and conducting a

prayer meeting and baptizing a couple of

children. Dr. Balph went with me and

did quite a little ministering to the bodily

ills. Expect to start for Suadia after a

two days’ rest. Brother Edgar will go the

same day to Bizak with the teacher for the

new school we are opening there.

We are all very sorry to hear that our

beloved Olive Trees is to discontinue its

monthly visits. We can only wonder,

however, that you have held out so long

under the circumstances.

Miss Wylie, writing Nov. 3, 1909, has

something to say about the schools

:

I am indeed delighted that there has

a girl been found willing to come to

Syria. It is a lonely life for a girl, but I

have never been sorry that I came. I

have had many disappointments, but have

been sustained and helped and comforted

through it all, and am now rather a

healthy woman. I have suffered very lit-

tle from rheumatism the last three or four

months.

You have not told me if I can have my
furlough next spring. I rather fear the

cold winter in America. So I am think-

ing of asking for only a furlough of

seven or eight months. That is, I would

go early in the spring and come back late

in the autumn or early winter. You will

please let me know. I will write to Miss

Crockett soon. Miss Patton wrote to her

last week.

We opened our school Oct. 6, or the

first Wednesday, according to our custom.

We used to open on Tuesday, but some

of the pupils had to get ready on Sabbath

to start, and so we changed it to Wednes-

day. We have not taken many girls from

town into the boarding school. They are

not willing to pay as much as they ought,

and they can come into the day school.

We prefer to give the places for free

pupils to those outside, who have no

chance of an education. Schools have

started out very pleasantly. Th£ girls

have gone into study very diligently.

I am sorry you feel you must give up

Olive Trees. We will miss it more than

anything that comes to us.

Asia Minor, Mersina. — Rev. C. A*

Dodds, writing Oct. 20, 1909, sends in the

following items

:

Wre are trying to get started on our fall

work, but the hindrances have been many

and we have not yet succeeded in getting
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our boarding schools opened. The

refugees in the summer time despoiled us

of nearly all the school furnishings we
had, and their presence until late in the

summer, and afterward sickness on the

part of some of our most important work-

ers, hindered us from replacing what was

destroyed and stolen.

To-morrow we expect Miss Sterrett by

the French steamer, and a warm welcome

she will receive. By the same steamer we

are expecting the McFarlands, of Latakia,

for a few days* visit, on their return from

Beirut to Latakia. So to-morrow will be

a high day with us, we expect.

Next week, if all goes as we hope, the

boarding schools will be opened. The

prospect for day schools in Mersina seems

to be pretty poor this year, as the Arab

Orthodox have had an access of energy

and are having a rather pretentious school,

which will probably take most of the

children whom we would otherwise ex-

pect to attend our school. Their present

priest is a more intelligent and wideawake

man than they have had for many years,

or perhaps than they have ever had. His

activity, although to be commended, is

likely to militate against our school,

which of course is one thing it is intended

to do.

Mersina now enjoys the novelty of hav-

ing a Christian—I use the term in its

political significance—governor. He is a

Catholic of some description. Our for-

mer governor, who was so efficient in pre-

serving order in Mersina at the time of

the massacres, has been promoted down-

ward, I am told, to some point in the

interior.

Indications appear to be that the new

government will be as anti-foreign as the

old. Justice has walked with very un-

even step in dealing with those guilty of

the perpetration of the massacres. The

most guilty ones, according to common

report, and as we cannot doubt really the

most guilty ones, have -been let off with

entirely inadequate, if not utterly farcical,

sentences.

Cyprus, Nicosia.—Dr. Calvin McCar-
roll, in a personal letter, sends items of

interest

:

Our friend and benefactor, Mr. Pep-

oniades left this earthly life on the morn-

ing of Oct. 23, 1909. He had been a

sufferer for nearly a year from some in-

ternal wasting disease, probably cancer.

He was conscious till the last, and often

expressed his desire to depart and be with

Christ, which is far better than waiting

here after his work was finished. He
longed for death to come and release him
from the sufferings of the bod}r

. Imme-
diately after his death, 3 o’clock A. M.,

we took the Mukhtar to seal the safe and

other boxes that might contain any pri-

vate property of value, and then made

arrangements to get the bodjr away as

early as possible, in order to avoid any

confusion or tumult on the part of the

populace. So we got away quietly with

only a few of the neighbors present, and

took the body to Larnaca to be buried

there, as we have no cemetery in Nicosia.

We arrived in Larnaca about 2 o’clock,

services were held in the chapel there, and

the remains were laid to rest in the Mis-

sion cemetery to await the resurrection

morn. The name he bore in life (Anas-

tase—resurrection) was a constant re-

minder of that glorious day for all who

die in Him. As you know, my brother

was appointed executor of the will. He
has now set the legal machinery in motion

and we are now awaiting the results, and,

as we are practically under English law,

we trust the outcome will be satisfactory.

There is no means at hand by which we

may know the value of the property.

When we took the body from the house
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things were much quieter than we had

anticipated, which, however, was prob-

ably due to the early hour, for I am told

that after we left, the Archbishop sent a

note asking if we had any paper written

by Mr. Peponiades, saying he had given

up the Greek church and become a Protes-

tant. No doubt, if we had waited till the

afternoon, we would have had no end of

trouble in taking the body. It is said

also that several times before he died, his

relatives tried to persuade him to take the

holy communion from the Greek priest,

but he refused, showing that he was still

loyal to his Lord and His Church. Had
he accepted the communion it would have

given the Orthodox Church an oppor-

tunity to say that he had renounced the

Protestants, and would have laid claim

to his body and property.

We were very sorry to see by the last

Olive Trees that you intend to stop pub-

lishing our Mission paper, as I am sure

the missionaries at least are interested in

one another and that we would be willing

to subscribe for the magazine at the

higher figure. Anyway, we will feel that

we are losing an old friend.

Our work is going on about the same as

usual. The attendance at the clinics con-

tinues good. We now have Mr. Stamboul-

ian, an Armenian refugee, from near

Suadia, preach each Sabbath to the Ar-

menians, and the people turn out very well

to hear him, as he is a very nice young

man and is quite popular among the Ar-

menians.

The weather has
i

been very comfortable

since August, and for the past two weeks

we have had much rain, so that now the

winter seems to have set in, the nights

especially being cold. We are all well.

China.—In a private letter, dated Sept.

20, Rev. A. I. Robb says, among other

things

:

I am unable at this date to say whether

I will have a sufficient number of students

to begin a class or not. Our annual gath-

ering will be next week, and I will learn

at that time. Mr. Kempf, with com-

mendable energy, began his school a week

ago. All are home from the coast ex-

cept Rev. and Mrs. W. M. Robb and Miss

Dean, who will come this week. The gen-

eral health has been good this summei,

though prickly-heat and -boils have been

prevalent and uncomfortable. The mean
temperature of Tak Hing in July was 84.6

as against 73.4 in New York, according

to the weather report, which will suggest

our summer heat. August at Macao,

where we went to escape the heat, had a

mean temperature of 84.7.

A letter from Dr. Ida M. Scott, dated

Sept. 22, 1909, though not intended for

publication, contains some sentences that

we take the liberty of giving to the press

:

In company with Dr. Wright and fam-

ily I returned from Macao to Tak Hing

last Saturday. Miss Dean had' the op-

portunity of staying with Mr. and Mrs.

W. M. Robb at Cheung Chau for a week

longer, and we urged her to do so, for we

think a week of the good bathing and

bracing air at Cheung Chau worth sev-

eral weeks at Macao. I hope next year

we can all go there. I think the month

at Cheung Chau last year was really more

helpful than two at Macao this year, on

account of the air being so much better.

There is very little salt in the water at

Macao—sometimes none at all.

There has been no illness among our

people this summer to cause anxiety, and

Dr. Wright says he had the best vacation

he ever had in China. I am trying

to profit by what I am told, and about

the only advice given that I have not fol-

lowed is that that has been urged upon

me by doctors outside our own Mission,
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viz., not to do any work until I had been

in the field full two years. There isn't a

doctor—and few others in South China

—

who has carried that out. I have

not attempted study since coming back,

as during our absence our houses were

invaded by white ants—a pest the people

at home know nothing about—which eat

books, clothing, wood work, etc., and

while they have not done much damage

as yet, they are not to be trusted, so all

my energy has been bent in getting things

in order before the services, preparatory

to the communion. The intense heat

which those who came back early had to

endure is over, and we are having pleasant

days and delightfully cool nights. All

seem ir^ good spirits and ready for work.

The boys' school has opened with twenty

in and others to come next week. The

new desks arrived some time ago, and

are serving their purpose now.

A letter from Mrs. E. C. Mitchell, dated

Oct. 11, gives an account of the com-

munion services

:

Our fall communion was indeed a very

enjoyable one. The attendance was good,

and we were relieved from the warm
weather by occasional showers, none of

which interfered with the meetings. The

services began on Sabbath morning, Sep-

tember 26. There were four meetings

held each day during the week. The
early morning meetings were held for

prayer. At tho first meeting, which was

on Sabbath morning, prayers were of-

fered for the Spirit's presence. On the

succeeding mornings during the week the

subjects were as follows: "For God's

People Throughout the World," "For

China, Eulers and People," "For the

Church in China," "For Those Who Op-

pose the Gospel," "Confession and Prayer

for Forgiveness," "For His Help in Self-

examination," "For His Presence."

On Monday morning, after communion,

which was our last meeting, prayers were

offered, "For God to go with us and to

give strength to witness for Him." These

earnest petitions of God's people made the

meetings more helpful to us all. The five

ministers conducted the morning preach-

ing services and the native preachers the

afternoon meetings, with the exception of

Sabbath afternoon, when Rev. A. I. Robb

preached.

Prayer meetings were held each even-

ing. The subjects were: "Jesus the Sav-

iour," "The Way," "The Truth," "The

Light," "The Good Shepherd," "The

Lamb of God," "Our Intercessor," and

"Our Helper." The topics were an-

nounced so that ample time was given for

preparation. The Chinese were ready to

take part in the meetings and made them

very interesting. There is no drag in

meetings here because no one will speak,

but all the time is fully occupied.

On Saturday morning there were

eleven baptisms : two infants of Christian

parents, two school girls, one school boy

and another boy, who will perhaps be in

school in the near future, and five men.

This increases the membership of the

Church to one hundred and thirteen.

The commission appointed by Synod

to organize a congregation, arranged for

a meeting on Monday after the com-

munion. Seven elders and five deacons

were elected. It is hoped that the con-

gregation may be organized at our next

communion time, which will be in Janu-

ary.

At a Mission meeting, held, recently,

Mr. W. M. Robb and Mr. E. C. Mitchell

were appointed to do itinerary work and

also given permission to make arrange-

ments for opening the new stations at Do
Shing and Lin Tan. The prospects are

brighter at Do Shing now since the neces-

sary stamped deed for the property has
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been secured, but of Lin Tan we have no

such encouraging news.

The woman’s school opened last Mon-

day. The girls’ school will not open until

the necessary repairs on the building have

been completed, which will perhaps, be

about the first of November. The en-

rollment in the boys’ school is twenty,

and more are expected to enter soon.

Malaria is prevalent among the Chinese

now, and some of the missionaries caught

the germ, but without serious results.

They have almost regained their usual

health again.

Dr. Jean McBurney writes on board

SS. Siberia Nov. 13, 1909, as follows :

I had some difficulty with my baggage

when I came to the steamer, which took

my time and prevented my getting any

word sent to you. But you would no

doubt know that I sailed
- by Siberia. I

will send this from Honolulu to let you

know we are, so far, safe on the way. I

have the honor of having for my cabin

mate Mrs. Kerr, widow of Dr. J. G. Kerr,

of Canton, who was a well-known medical

missionary there during his life. There

are other missionaries on board, going to

India, Siam, China and Japan. The

weather has been pleasant and sailing

smooth most of the time.

AT HOME.
Iowa.—The Ladies’ Missionary So-

ciety of Rehoboth, Iowa, have placed on

record another year’s work. Our ranks

have not been broken by death in the past

year. We can render thanks to our heav-

enly Father for His protecting care over

us. We have thirteen members and have

held eight meetings, with an average at-

tendance of seven.

Mrs. S. 0. Carson, Rec. Sec.

Treasurer’s Report.

Receipts.

Syrian Mission $25.50

Indian Mission . . 12.85

Southern Mission 13*. 50

Foreign, Chinese, Mission 16.65

Domestic 13.60

Salary of Miss Mae Elsey, Thank-

offering 56.00

Barrel of fruit to Indian Mission. 15.00

Contingent fund carried forward. . 4.58

$157.18

Disbursements.

Syrian Mission $25 . 50

Indian Mission 12.85

Southern Mission 13.50

Foreign, Chinese, Mission 16.65

Domestic 13.60

Salary Miss Mae Elsey, Thank-

offering 56.00

Barrel fruit to Indian Mission. . . 15.00

Freight on fruit to Indian Mission 2 . 48

Cash on hand 1-60

$157.18

Miss W. R. Cannon, Treas.

Kansas.—The Ladies’ Missionary So-

ciety of the Kansas City Congregation

offer this tribute of love and appreciation

to the memory of Mrs. Margaret Pinck-

ney Graham, a member of our society for

many years:

While the responsibilities of her home

prevented her regular attendance at our

meetings, yet we were always conscious

of her interest in the work, which was

manifested in various sympathetic ways.

She showed her appreciation of the value

of the Sabbath school by the fact that, al-

though they lived a long distance from
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the church, and her household cares were

many, yet her children were always pres-

ent; and her own place in church was

always filled, unless sickness hindered,

with her children by her side. She was a

devoted mother in the home, unusual in

her cheerfulness, patience and energy, and

the memory of her character will be an in-

fluence in the lives of all her associates.

To the husband burdened with grief

and loneliness, we express our deepest

sympathy, and commend him and his six

small children to the care and comfort of

Him Who “doeth all things well.”

Committee.

Massachusetts.—The Woman’s Mission-

ary Society of Cambridge Congregation

held its annual business meeting in Oc-

tober. The following officers were re-

elected for the coming year: Mrs. J. B.

Williamson, President; Mrs. E. Morton,

Vice-President; Mrs. A. A. Spragg,

Treasurer; Mrs. P. B. Fenwick, Secre-

tary. Our society has but eleven mem-
bers, yet the treasurer’s report showed

that $49 had been contributed during the

year. We hope at the close of the coming

year to be able to report a larger member-

ship, as several new names have been

added to our church roll this fall. Our

society sent a box of clothing to Chicago

in September • to be forwarded to Miss

Wylie for use in the Syrian Mission, but

we have been notified that it was too late

for the October shipment. It will be sent

later. It is our earnest desire and prayer

that God will make us more active in His

service here, and when we are called to

higher service may it be said of each one

of us, “She hath done what she could.”

Mrs. F. B. Fenwick, Rec. Sec.

Ohio.
—

“ They are gathering homeward
one by one.” “Precious in the sight of

the Lord is the death of His saints.” For

the third time within the space of six

months the Ladies’ Missionary Society of

Hew Concord, 0., has been called on to

record the death of one of its members.

On Aug. 30 the pearly gates swung open

to admit the spirit bf Miss Mary Stewart,

the oldest member of the society. • The

remaining members in paying a tribute

to her memory, would testify to her faith-

fulness, unselfishness and cheerfulness,

even after she had become entirely help-

less, and while suffering severe pain, .and

while she is missed, we rejoice that she

has been promoted to higher service for

the Master, and will strive to follow her

example even as she followed Christ.

We extend our sympathy to all the

friends, especially to the sister, who has

been her life-long companion, and pray

that she may enjoy the abiding presence

of the Lord.

Mrs. Sue Speer,

Mrs. Caroline Wylie.

Choosing a master is more important business than choosing a servant. Yet most

persons, whether the mistress of a house or the head of a corporation or the fore-

man of a department, think more about the less important choice. “For whom do

I work ?” is the gravest question in the universe. Many of us have never fairly con-

sidered the question, and would rather not. We know for whom we ought to be

working, but do we dare' face a cross-examination in the matter ? Suppose we

should make our own the prayer that an earnest Christian man has uttered, “That

I may lose sight of pay, and of the approval both of others’ and of my own con-

science, and simply represent Christ and be responsible to Him.”—Sunday School

Times.
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REPORT OF THE CENTRAL BOARD.

Indian Mission.

(Concluded from page 262 .)

The Sabbath schools have been carried

on with a good degree of interest, and
the attendance has been on the whole grat-

ifying. A new school was started in a

private house in a very needy district.

There has been as large an attendance as

the house would accommodate. In all

the Sabbath schools, the enrollment was
342. In that among the Apache Indians

conducted by Miss Emma McFarland,
there was an attendance of 40, all In-

dians
;
in the Santiago district an attend-

ance of 60, all white. In the new Sabbath
school, conducted by Mrs. Carithers, 30,

all white; at the church an attendance in

one school of 100, all Indians, and in the

other at the church an attendance of 112,

all white. In the primary room of the

regular school work the verses committed
were John, Chapters 1-15, and some of

the Psalms and Isaiah 55. Total num-
ber of verses committed, 3,448. The
books read were Luke, John, I. and II.

Corinthians, Eomans and I. Samuel. A
weekly lesson was given on the life of

Christ.

In the advanced grade the portions of

Scripture studied were II. Samuel and I.

and II. Kings, in connection with the

books of Chronicles. The children made
out an outline of the history of Israel as

covered by these books. A study was also

made of the Psalms in connection with

committing them to memory, and the

gospel of John was also taken up in

memory work. The total number of

verses committed in this room was 20,439,

and the total in both rooms was 23,887.

In the higher grade there was a con-

nected line of study taken up on the life

and work of Paul. The children each

wrote a booklet, giving the main points of

PauPs history. The work of committing

and reviewing the Shorter Catechism was

kept up in this room throughout the year.

While some of the Church members

have made good advance in Christian life,

and are aiding their fellow Indians in

many ways, there has been a persistent ef-

fort by those on the old Indian road to

draw off the allegiance of our members,

and in some cases successfully. In sick-

ness they have induced some to turn back

to the old form of sorcery or “making

medicine” for help. Some are not strong

enough to resist, and have joined in the

old Indian worship. Their cases are

under process. “There seems,” Mr.

Carithers writes, “to be great activity

among the powers of darkness, and while

there is a sad side to it, yet we are glad

to note that the session of the congrega-

tion could not possibly stand more united

or more strongly than they do on all these

matters.”

In a material way the year has been a

good one for the Mission. The main crops

did well, and the sales were quite satis-

factory. The broom factory is making a

steady growth. They are getting out a

larger number of brooms each year and

more of the boys are learning how to make

a good broom.

Some additions have been made to the

equipment in the way of a tower with

storage tank for water for the supply of

the buildings, and an alfalfa barn. In

closing this report, Mr. Carithers adds:

“Mention should be made of the aid ex-

tended by the L. M. S. of a number of the

congregations in the help they have for-

warded to the Mission. While the record
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of the year as a whole falls far short of

what we wished, yet we have the witness

of God’s Spirit, working in many hearts;

we have also the Devil’s activity as a

witness that his kingdom is being at-

tacked. Onr desire is that the Spirit may
find in us a more ready channel for His

activities that the honor may be to His

name.”

Receipts $7,134.62

Expenses 9,196.41

Balance overdrawn $2,061.79

We ask for this Mission $5,000.

J. W. Sproull, Chairman.

A. C. Coulter, Secretary.

W. J. Coleman, 'Cor. Sec.

THE NILE MISSION PRESS.

Several years ago there was established

in Cairo, Egypt, what is known as the

Nile Mission Press. Since then pure

evangelical literature has been published

by this press, and has been distributed

among the Arabic speaking people in

Egypt, Arabia and adjacent countries.

Last year about eight million pages of

literature were printed. In view of the

great need in Mohammedan lands, it is

hoped that double this amount may be

sent out this year. To accomplish this,

additional contributions will be necessary.

The American committee, which is lo-

cated in Pittsburg, would be glad to re-

ceive and forward the gifts of any who
feel that. God desires him to have a part

in this evangelical, but undenominational,

work of reaching those who are under the

sway of Mohammedanism, and who,

through the printed page, may come to

know Him Who is the Way, the Truth

and the Life.

Offerings for this purpose may be sent

to Mr. George M. Paden, treasurer, Union

National Bank, Pittsburg, Pa.

Miss Mary S. M. Thompson,

Chairman of Committee.

A leaflet that accompanied this com-

munication supplies additional informa-

tion concerning this movement: “It was

the outcome of a conviction born in the

heart of an English woman, Miss Annie

Van Sommer, that through the printed

page access might be gained for the gos-

pel to the hearts of many Arabic speak-

ing people, whose bigotry had shut out

the spoken message. Through her

efforts a number of Christian friends in

England became identified with the en-

terprise, which from its inception bore

evidence of having been inspired and led

of God. His counsel was sought more

than that of men, and through much
prayer He was entreated, if it was His

leading, to raise up friends for the pro-

ject, to put it into the hearts of His peo-

ple to give, that in due time it might be

established with equipment of material

things and with men for its operation, of

such practical knowledge, linked with

piety, as would give assurance of success.

“An organization was formed in Eng-

land, from whence most of the gifts for

the support of the work have come, and

meetings were held with the object of pre-

senting the need for such a press, estab-

lished not as a commercial venture, but as

a definite step in the carrying out of the

Lord’s command, to go into all the world

and preach the gospel to every creature.

God used these meetings, and in answer

to the petitions of those who had made
it the burden of their prayers, friends

were raised up for it, and gifts, until a

sum of twelve or fifteen hundred pounds

sterling had been contributed.

“Cairo was determined upon as the

logical place for the Press, a city of

some 700,000 people, and here in Feb-

ruary, 1905, operations began in rented

quarters in a new building in Boulac,

under the direction of Mr. A. T. Upson

as superintendent.
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“On the eve of beginning operations

those at the head of the movement uttered

this prayer: AVe would ask of God in

His loving kindness and tender mercy,

to so prepare the ground in the hearts of

readers that there may be a harvest of a

hundredfold on all that is printed at our

Mission Press. May He bless the ma-

chinery and type, the native compositors,

the house and the English workers; and

as His Name is named upon the work,

may He indeed fulfill His ancient word

of promise, In all places where I record

My Name, I will come unto thee, and 1

will bless thee.

“The property where the Press is

domiciled some two years ago changed

owners, and notwithstanding the fact that

the Nile Mission Press had a lease of the

premises running for a considerable un-

expired time at a fixed rental, yet it re-

ceived notice from the new owners that

if possession was desired longer it must

be at a considerable increase of rental.

“This experience led the management

to consider whether it would not be God’s

will that the Press should have the own-

ership of a plant adequate to its needs,

and not be subject in its possession to a

change of landlords. It has therefore

been made a subject of prayer that if this

thought emanated from Him, He would

graciously bring to fruition, through the

gifts of His people, the plan He Himself

has suggested.

“While the executive committee in Lon-

don has control of the Press, it has di-

rected that nothing shall be published by

it without the authority of a publishing

committee located at Cairo, of which

Rev. Andrew Watson, D.D., of the Amer-

ican Mission, is chairman.”

YOUNG PEOPLE’S MISSIONARY MOVE-
MENT.

The Young People’s Missionary Move-

ment was organized in July, 1902, by

Christian workers representing several

denominational mission boards. It was

confronted with several serious difficulties.

Only one general mission board in North

America was employing an agent to deal

with the missionary education of the

young. There was little literature in ex-

istence suited to the need of the young,

and much of what existed was not peda-

gogically adapted to those using it. At

that time the subject of missions had

scarcely emerged from the mass of re-

ligious activities occupying the thought

of young people to assume its due pro-

portion as the primary business and chief

objective of every Christian and every

Christian Church.

MISSION BOARDS RESPONSIBLE.

It was seen that the primary responsi-

bility for the missionary education of the

Church, and particularly the young, must

rest with the mission boards. It was

agreed that this duty could not be trans-

ferred to any other agency. The first ef-

fort was, therefore, to secure the co-

operation of mission boards in appointing

secretaries to develop special work for the

young. Within five years nearly forty

secretaries were giving part or all of their

time to missionary education among

young people.

ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY.

Through the Young People’s Mission-

ary Movement the experience of each

board was made available to all the others,

and literature suited to all boards and de-

nominations was planned, and its produc-

tion inaugurated. By this method the

best authors were secured, and the cost

of publishing was borne by the Movement

at a saving of many thousands of dollars

annually, as well as much editorial labor.

The ablest educators of the country gave

counsel freely in deciding upon the peda-
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gogical principles for each age to be in-

structed, and for each grade and depart-

ment of the Church. Too much import-

ance cannot be attached to this feature

of the plan of the Movement.

UNITY THE WATCHWORD.

In addition to the economy and effi-

ciency involved, all agreed that in the

unity of the denominations there would

be spiritual power surpassing anything to

be expected when acting independently.

This has been found true. No feature of

the organization and work of the Move-

ment appeals to Christians at large like

the union of forty-three denominations in

the common work of exalting the cause

of missions, and carrying out the plans

for missionary education together. That

this unity has been preserved from the

beginning is proof positive of God’s ap-

proval of its mission and methods.

HOW THE MOVEMENT WORKS.

Each board cultivates its own churches,

using the material published by the Move-

ment, and also material peculiarly adapted

to its own churches, traditions and fields.

Practically all the literature is distributed

by the boards. The boards use the Move-

ment as a, publishing house, buying at

wholesale. The Movement aims to retail

no literature, except at the specific request

of a Mission Board. The Movement plans

and conducts the summer conferences, in-

stitutes and deputations of interdenom-

inational character, aided by the board

secretaries. The end of all the Move-

ment’s editorial, publishing and training

work is, therefore, strictly denominational,

that the people who are influenced may
serve more effectively in the support of

their denominational missionary agencies.

The Movement organizes nothing in the

local churches, nor has it any purpose or

ambition of its own to fulfill. It exists to aid

the boards in flooding the churches with

the spirit and knowledge of missions,

through its existing agencies, and to make
each follower of Christ faithful in ex-

tending the Kingdom of Christ through-

out the whole world.

THE LITERATURE AND THE BOARDS.

It is the aim of the Movement to pro-

vide currently for the needs of every de-

partment of the Church in which mis-

sionary instruction can be given. The
printed catalogue of publications can be

secured by writing. Special curio boxes

and manuals have been prepared for pri-

mary children. Books are being prepared

for the ages from 8 to 12, 12 N
to 16, 16

to 18, and 18 and up. This material is

suited to Sabbath school grades, young

people’s societies, church prayer meetings,

special programmes and the leaders of the

various departments of the local church.

Maps, charts, pictures, programmes, mot-

toes, pamphlets on many subjects, manuals

for workers, and sets of books called “Ref-

erence Libraries” for each text-book are

issued as the needs require. All such lit-

erature should be ordered through the de-

nominational home or foreign mission

boards.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL FIELD.

Interest in missionary instruction in

the Sabbath school is growing with re-

markable rapidity. It is the most strik-

ing recent development of the Movement’s

work. All the leading Sabbath school

workers recognize that missionary instruc-

tion is essential to full and complete re-

ligious education. The Movement has a

secretary for this department. Specially

"adapted literature of great value has been

published, and more is being prepared.

Institutes for Sabbath school workers are

being held. Conventions and summer
schools for Sabbath school workers are

including missionary subjects. The In-

ternational Sabbath School Association

has elected an honorary missionary super-

intendent, and has organized a mission-
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ary department. The Editorial Associa-

tion and several State Associations have

taken similar action. The beginning of

missionary instruction in this great school

of the Church has just been made. The

service of the Movement in this connec-

tion alone would justify its existence many
times over.

THE MISSION STUDY CAMPAIGN.

From 2,000 in 1902 to 200,000 in 1908-

09 is the record of enrollment in classes

for the systematic study of missions, using

the text-books furnished the boards by

the Movement. Through these classes the

missionary leaders for the present and

future are being trained. No other agency

accomplishes so much in so short a time

for the upbuilding of an efficient mission-

ary organization in the local church. The
organization of one or more classes in

every church each year should become

an integral part of the year’s work. One

of the most important aims of the Move-

ment is to foster this campaign of mission

study.

ENLISTMENT OF VOLUNTEERS.

A fundamental purpose of the Move-

ment is to lay upon young people the

claims of mission fields at home and

abroad for personal service. Several hun-

dred have thus dedicated their lives dur-

ing the eight years of the Movement’s his-

tory, of whom many are now at work.

This plan of the Movement’s activity is

receiving increasing attention as the re-

quirements of each age are coming to be

better understood, and as the principles

of missionary instruction are adapted to

these requirements. The general effect

of a universal extension of missionary ed-

ucation throughout all ages and depart-

ments of the churches will be to increase

to the point of adequacy the number of

properly qualified candidates for the min-

istry and for home and foreign mission-

ary service.

HOW THE MOVEMENT IS SUPPORTED.

The money required for the support of

the Movement is secured through very

small wholesale margins on its publica-

tions and donations from friends of mis-

sions. Inasmuch as the books issued re-

tail at less than half the price charged for

books of similar size and character by

regular publishers, it will be seen that

the expanding work of the Movement can-

not be supported by margins. The sole

purpose of the Movement is to supple-

ment and increase the efficiency of the

work done by the mission boards. The
boards do not make grants to the Move-

ment, since each missionary society is

unable to secure funds enough for its

established work. Under the supervision

of its finance committee the Movement
seeks financial aid from those who believe

in the policy of the boards to promote

missionary education in the churches, and

who will add to their gifts to denomina-

tional missionary agencies an extra dona-

tion to this Movement as the federated

agency of the boards.

EXPANSION NECESSARY.

Every phase of this work has grown-

rapidly, especially during the last three

years. The number of publications has

been doubled in two years. Five new

books have been published during the year

1909. - - - - There is no line of ac-

tivity which will so promptly aid the

boards as the field work. Expansion,

therefore, is inevitable if the Movement

is to render its largest service.

THE PRESENT NEED.

To close the present fiscal year without

deficiency will involve additional gifts of

several thousand dollars before Jan. 1,

1910. This is the greatest need. Per-

sons who read this statement are earnestly

requested to help.

Harry Wade Hicks,

General Secretary.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

We have decided to publish Olive

Trees for another year at the advanced

subscription price of

One Dollar a Year.

Not from every . subscriber, but from

many subscribers in all sections of the

Church, letters have been received, not

only expressing a willingness to pay the

increased cost of the magazine, but de-

claring that it is good value for the

money, while some have written that they

would cheerfully give more rather than

that a paper which has contributed so

much to the success of the Foreign Mis-

sions should be suspended for the want of

financial support. We are not ungrateful

for the appreciative words that have come

to us from brethren in the ministry, mis-

sionary societies, agents and tried friends

of the missionary enterprise, though for

obvious reasons we cannot give them to

the press, except when they appear in

letters from the fields or in contributed

articles.

A few have fallen in with the sugges-

tion to send the name and address of a

new and permanent subscriber with their

own renewal of fifty cents. But of course

it is understood that this alternative is

intended only to meet the case of those

who are deeply interested in the mission-

ary operations of the Church, and yet

cannot well afford to pay a dollar.

When this monthly journal came into

existence, under another name, twenty-

three years ago, it was announced that all

avails, after meeting cost of production,

would be devoted to missionary work, the

editor claiming nothing for his expendi-

ture of time and energy in its prepara-

tion. And as this will be the policy of

Olive Trees in the future, every friend

of the enterprise may rest assured that

he is not giving money to swell the income

of an individual, but to help on the cause

of missions.

The first number of Olive Trees for

1910 will not appear till after New Year's

Day, that all subscribers may have time

to send in their renewals before the, end

of December, 1909, that we may know
how large an edition it will be necessary

to issue for January.

As Olive Trees does not intend to

charge its readers any postage, the one

dollar meeting its claims in full, please

do not deluge us with postage stamps

when renewing. We prefer drafts on New
York city banks, postal orders or cash in

registered letters.

We solicit the co-operation of ministers

and elders. A friendly recommendation of

Olive Trees from the pulpit or at social

meetings , and articles from their pens to

enrich its columns and increase its power

as an evangelistic agency.

%
Attention is called to the following

circular, which was mailed to all the

churches in November, and will repay

careful study:

The Synod expects from the congre-

gations under its care $17,500 for the

Levant Missions on First Sabbath of

December, 1909, and $5,000 for the Mis-

sion to China on the First Sabbath of

January, 1910.

If you consult the official statements

of the Treasurer, published in the

Minutes of Synod and so within the

reach of at least every minister, you will

find that there were expended last year

for salaries of American missionaries

$11,497 with $10,168 for field expenses

in the Levant Missions, including Syria,
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Asia Minor and Cyprus. In the Mission

to China the salaries of American mis-

sionaries amounted to, $10,503 and $772

for field expenses. To these demands on

the Treasury must be added for medical

supplies, missionary outfits, shipping

goods and traveling expenses when going

out for the first time or coming and re-

turning on furloughs, with other items,

about $8,920, making a grand total of

$41,860 for both fields.

To meet this seemingly large expendi-

ture the Board has an income from divi-

dends on invested funds, contributions

from Presbyteries and congregations for

salaries of their representatives abroad,

women’s annual offering for Mountain

schools in Syria, occasional donations and

small bequests. From these and other

sources the receipts reach, in round num-

bers, $15,492 for the Levant Missions and

$7,462 for the Mission to China; and the

Synod has unanimously voted an appro-

priation of $22,500 for both fields. If

this statement correctly shows the finan-

cial condition of the Missions, and it can

easily be verified, the churches will have

to furnish in their plate collections, with

the assistance of Sabbath Schools and

Missionary Societies, the full appropria-

tion of Synod. And even then there will

be a comparatively small credit ‘balance,

not much more than $4,500.

You are requested not to throw this

Circular away, nor simply to read it from

the pulpit, as few people can carry figures

away in their heads, . but to interweave

these facts into a sermon, and use all the

arguments you can command to increase

the liberality of those under your pastoral

care. Certainly there are more than fifty

in the membership of the church who
could pay the whole appropriation, about

$450 apiece, and would never miss it

out of their abundance. These men
whom God has blessed with comparative

wealth and the members in moderate cir-

cumstances and the poor, each giving ac-

cording to his ability, would fill the

Treasury to overflowing, and thus enable

the Covenanter Church to play its part

in the movement that is sweeping over

the land this winter to awaken the United

States to a sense of its responsibility for

the conversion of the world.

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

Corresponding Sec’y.

The sixth international convention of

the Student Volunteer Movement will be

held in Rochester, N. Y., beginning

Wednesday, Dec. 29, 1909, and closing

Sabbath night, Jan. 2, 1910.

Read Mr. Mott’s address on the “Time-

liness of the Rochester Convention,”

which appears as the opening article of

this month’s issue of Olive Trees.

According to “Men and Missions,” the

Laymen’s national campaign, which was

begun at Buffalo, N. Y., Saturday, Oct.

16, 1909, is meeting in every locality

where a convention is held, with inspiring

encouragement and success. Arrange-

ments are being made for a convention in

New York City, Jan. 9-16, 1910, and the

readers of Olive Trees will not fail to

intercede for a special blessing on this

gathering that the churches may be

brought to a deeper conviction of their

responsibility to do their full share in

giving the gospel to the whole world, and

thus hastening the day when Christ shall

wear His crown with the glad consent of

all the nations.

Christianity, if it is not “missionary,” is nothing. No man can hold on to the

fringe of the Church. He must help to carry it to others .—Judge F. A. Henry.
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